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Synopsis

As a young boy, Charles Darwin hated school and was often scolded forconducting

A¢a -A“uselessA¢a -A- experiments. Yet his passion for the natural world was so strong that he
suffered through terrible seasickness during his five-year voyage aboard The Beagle. Darwin
collected new creatures from the coasts of Africa, South America, and the Galapagos Islands, and
expanded his groundbreaking ideas that would change people’s understanding of the natural world.
About 100 illustrations and a clear, exciting text will make Darwin and his theory of evolution an

exciting discovery for every young reader.
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Deborah Hopkinson’sA A most recent book is the ALA Award-WinningA A Apples to Oregon. Her
other titles includeA A Under the Quilt of NightA A (Also illustrated by James E. Ransome)

andA A Fannie in the Kitchen. She lives in Oregon.

Who WasCharles Darwin?Who WasCharles Darwin?For my wonderful and curious son, Dimitri, who

loves to ask questionsA¢a -4 sjust like Charles DarwinA¢a -4 *D.H.To my sisters, for their



unwavering belief that anything is possible and always cheering me

onA¢a -4 *N.H.AcknowledgementSpecial thanks to Delbert Hutchison, Assistant Professor of
Biology, Whitman College, for sharing his enthusiasm about Charles Darwin and making helpful
suggestions on the manuscript. Any errors are my own.Who Was Charles Darwin?Charles Darwin
took a five-year trip around the world on a ship called the Beagle, but he liked staying home best of
all. He lived in a small English village where he raised pigeons, played with his children, and
puttered in his garden.Although he lived a quiet life, Charles Darwin started a revolutionA¢a -4 +a
revolution of thought.People have always wondered how life on Earth began. When Charles Darwin
lived, most people in Europe and America believed God created the entire world in six days, just as
it says in the Bible. But Charles Darwin was not most people. The Beagle voyage taught him to be a
true scientistA¢a -4 o look closely at nature, question everything, and think in a new way about
how life on Earth started. He showed how living things could naturally change, or evolve, over a

long period of time.

Love these books. My son, who is 9 has been reading them for a little over a year now and this
book is wonderful. | must say that this one is not one of his favorites. He is a history junkey, lol. He
so far seems to love the Jackie Robinson, Teddy Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln, Robert E Lee, What
is the world series the best as a 8 and 9 year old.| also read these to him in the evenings and | really
enjoy them as a 40 year old father. | have learned so much from them as well. Sometimes | read
them before or after my son in order to have an educated discussion with him about the subject of

the book. | really also get alot out of them as well.

Daughter loves the book, nice addition to the "Who Was" series

So far we have not found one who was books that was not very interesting

Great simple biography about a great scientist.

Well satisfied with purchase and service.

Very well written, good for kids, very interesting to read - | got few Who was series and my daughter

loved them



Great book! Science teacher approved :)

Great book series to read for my daughter. | usually learn a lot too
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